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Texarkana Arts & Historic District 
The Texarkana Arts and Historic District committee is a group of not-for-profit
organizations working together with local government to make downtown Texarkana a
tourism destination for the Ark-La-Tex region and beyond. The Cities of Texarkana, Texas
and Arkansas, along with the Texarkana Chamber of Commerce, Main Street Texarkana,
the Texarkana Symphony Orchestra, the Texarkana Regional Arts and Humanities Council,
and the Texarkana Museums Systems work collectively with private partners such as the
Silvermoon on Broad, the Four States Auto Museum, local Farmers’ Markets and local
restaurants to highlight events and attractions in the area. These organizations pool
together advertising and promotional funding to market the district collaboratively, which
ultimately has a larger impact than any of them could have individually. 

For the past ten years since its founding in late 2012, the Arts & Historic District committee
has made great strides toward bettering downtown Texarkana. The individuals that make
up the committee have remained somewhat constant, with retirements and resignations
affecting only two members out of the group. Other members have been added over
time, representing the same core organizations, but none have been lost. Much progress
has been accomplished due to a constant and reliable group of individuals continuing
their sustained work toward common goals. 

Some of the projects accomplished over the last ten years include: spearheading the
effort to successfully gain recognition as a Texas Cultural District, placing and
maintaining wayfinding signage in downtown, installing and maintaining branded light
pole banners throughout the district, restoring the Scott Joplin mural, commissioning and
supporting many other pieces of public art including sculptures and murals, and much
more, renovating the Courthouse Square at the Federal Court House and United States
Post Office, and implementing a bike rental program throughout the district. The group
meets monthly throughout the year and uses a Strategic Doing model to accomplish goals
and objectives. 

The district’s website, visittexarkanadistrict.com, which is paid for and managed by the
Arts and Historic District committee, continues to drive visitors to a comprehensive
calendar of events happening in the downtown area. The group’s Facebook page
continues to provide relevant and timely information to the public. 

Introduction
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Texarkana Arts & Historic District 
In 2014, an economic impact study was commissioned and completed, to help validate
the cultural district’s relevance to the community and establish the district as a
designated cultural district in the State of Texas. The study was published in 2015, and
the district gained state recognition as a Cultural District in 2016, the third attempt at
application. The economic impact study is believed to have made the application
successful. 

To update the study’s findings after nearly a decade, and further quantify the financial
impact that the Arts and Historic groups have on the Texarkana economy, the City of
Texarkana, Texas commissioned a second Economic Impact Study in 2022. This study will
provide measurable results based on organizational surveys, and an audience survey of
various downtown events. The results in this report will perpetuate the conversation of
how the Arts and Historic District is essential to the future success of Texarkana as a
whole, and how much of an impact downtown makes to the economy of Texarkana
overall. 

It is important to note that the cultural organizations included in the study, and the
district as a whole, are still recovering from the negative effects of COVID-19 on tourism
related activities in downtown Texarkana. While the district continues to make positive
steps forward to revitalize downtown, work slowed with the interruption experienced
during 2020 and 2021. Live events, large crowds and gatherings, and even restaurant
and retail operations were suspended at times. Dealing with two separate sets of state
guidelines on each side of the state line complicated the issue for the Texarkana region. 

Nonetheless, downtown bounced back in 2022 and is holding strong, and the Arts &
Historic District committee continues collborate and find ways to make an impact on
Texarkana’s downtown and economy as a whole.

Introduction (cont.) 
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$91.40

Survey Results 

million$6.5
An estimated $6.5 million spent
in our local economy by patrons
of Arts & Cultural  events in 2022
in  Texarkana, USA

The average attendee of
an Arts or Cultural event

spent $91.40,  plus the
cost of admission

A large percentage of patrons
were from Bowie and Miller
Counties, but 
of the total spent were non-
local dollars. 

$392,000 71,561
71,561 patrons attended
local events associated

with the Texarkana Arts &
Historic District in 2022,
while the Perot Theatre

alone hosted 
 patrons22,899

million$9.1
Indirect expenditures of $2.6 million by Arts &
Cultural organizations plus the $6.5 million in

direct expenditures by patrons means $9.1 million
was spent because of Arts & Culture in

Texarkana in 2022. 
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Survey Results 

73% of survey respondents
said if the event they were

attending hadn't taken
place, they would have

either skipped and spent no
money, or traveled to
another community. 

Texarkana would have only
retained 27% ($1.5 million) of the

$6.5 million without the scheduled
artistic and cultural programming. 

Approximately 15,606
heads put in local

hotel beds because
of Arts and Cultural

events in 2022. 

15,606
$58.20
$14.65
$37.90
$14.39

 

admission

refreshments
at the event
food/drinks

after the event

souvenirs 

AVERAGE SPENDING
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43%
 

45% of attendees
are 65+

Key Audience Takeaways

7

93% of attendees
are from Bowie/
Miller Counties

73% have  a
Bachelor's Degree

or higher



Economic Impact Comparison
2014

Averages
2022

Averages

Refreshments/Snacks
Food, Drinks or Meals
Souvenirs
Clothing or accessories 
Local transportation 
Child care 
Overnight accommodations 
Other

TOTAL 

 

Expense 
Categories: 

$2.01
$31.67
$2.36
$7.75
$5.77
$0.78
$2.77
$0.47

$52.87

 

$14.65
$37.90
$14.39
$10.61
$6.26
$1.18
$1.01
$5.39

$91.40

 

Inflation: It is worth noting that, according to the U. S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics' CPI Inflation Calculator, $1 in

2014 had the same buying power as $1.26 in 2022.
Therefore, the average patron expenditure of $52.87 in

2014 is equivalent to $66.83 in 2022. 



Methodology
In 2022, the Texarkana Arts and Historic District members participated in an economic
impact study to gauge the impact of local arts and cultural entities on Texarkana’s
economy. This study, as well as the corresponding surveys, were modeled after a similar
national study which was designed by Americans’ for the Arts. This study was designed to
measure both the direct and indirect economic impact of local Arts’ events. The study was
an update of previous economic impact research published in 2015, necessitated by
significant changes in the overall economy, and recovery efforts after a worldwide
pandemic. 

The study consisted of two main information gathering efforts: an organizational survey sent
to all participating members of the Texarkana Arts & Historic District, and patron surveys
gathered at various downtown arts and cultural events in early 2022. A City of Texarkana,
Texas intern and student at Texas A&M University, Yvonne Howard, collected data, under
the supervision of City of Texarkana, Texas staff and Arts & Historic District committee
members, David Orr and Lisa Thompson. 

To obtain data for the study, all participating groups completed an organizational survey
(Fig. 1) to determine direct expenditures both capital and operating, total attendance, in-
kind donations, volunteer hours, and more. These completed surveys (Fig. 2) were then
totaled (Fig. 3) to measure overall investment. 

Four downtown events were surveyed to measure indirect expenditures. The results led to
157 completed audience surveys (Fig. 4). These surveys were completed by patrons
attending Perot Theatre in the Spring of 2022, and were inserted into the event program,
and sent via email retroactively after the show. The survey was also promoted at regular
farmers’ market events at the Texarkana Texas Farmers’ Market, and a celebration of the
activated alley project underway in downtown Texarkana. The alley spans from one side of
the city to the other, incorporating both sides of the State Line, and unifies the two cities. In
all cases, the surveys were completed and submitted anonymously.
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Methodology (continued)

Most of the surveys were completed online, via a tablet or desktop computer, but a few
were gathered on paper and entered by hand into the database. The raw data from the
surveys (Fig. 5) were compiled into averages (Fig. 6), and used to inform the economic
impact survey report. 

First, the spending associated with the Arts & Historic organizations surveyed was
calculated. To do this, an organizational survey (Fig. 1) asked participating organizations to
submit total operating and capital expenditures. Between the non-profit groups a total of
$2,646,477.93 was spent in operating costs and capital expenditures. With this indirect
expenditure calculated, the next step in the study was to gauge direct expenditures. (This is
where the individual patron surveys were used (Fig. 5 and Fig. 6)). From these surveys,
several key points were learned, including the highest expense category (Food, drinks, or
meals purchased before or after this event) and where the majority of visitors are travelling
from Harris County and Cass County, along with several from Southwest Arkansas (Fig. 7).

Next, on average, an Arts and Historic District event attendee spends $91.40 not including
the cost of admission to the event. The survey used for data collection had eight categories
for expenses (not including cost of admission) which are as follows: 

• Refreshments and or snacks purchased while at this event 
• Food, drinks, or meals purchased before or after this event 
• Souvenirs, gifts, books, recording, and/or art 
 • Clothing or accessories specifically for this event
 • Local transportation (e.g. gas, parking, tolls, rental car, taxi, bus fare) 
• Childcare specifically to attend this event 
• Overnight accommodations because of this event 
• Other 

These categories were used to capture any traditional expenses that may be incurred while
attending a local arts event, while also leaving a separate category to include any
unexpected expenses a patron may sustain. 
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Methodology (continued)
To arrive at the figure of $91.40, the total expenses measured for each category (except
admission) were divided by the total number of surveys completed. For instance, the local
transportation category totaled $983. This figure divided by the total number of completed
surveys (157) means that on average each patron spent $6.26 on local transportation. This
process was done to all eight categories and then each of those were added together,
yielding an average patron expenditure of $91.40. On average patrons spent $58.20 on the
price of admission. 

The next step in calculating the impact of Arts’ events in downtown Texarkana, USA area
included collecting the total number of attendees at related events. To do this, the
participating groups were asked to complete a comprehensive survey that included figures
of annual event attendance. A separate inquiry was made to accurately count audience
attendees at all Perot Theatre events in 2022 as well. From these surveys, we discovered that
in a calendar year approximately 71,561 people attend local events associated with the Arts
(Fig. 3). Then the total expenditures of this total group were calculated two ways to ensure
accuracy. 

First, the average expenditure of each patron was multiplied by the total number of
attendees in a year ($91.40*71,561). This yields a total of $6,540,675.40. This total was then
compared to the figure generated using a multiplier. To calculate the multiplier, the number
of total attendees provided by the participating organizations was dived by the number of
completed surveys (157). This created a multiplier 455.80 which was then multiplied against
the total expenditures from all eight expense categories in the survey ($14,349.21* 455.80).
This yielded a total of $6,540,406.48.  There is a difference of $268.92 between these two
methods of calculation, which can be attributed to rounding in the multiplier. Regardless,
these calculations make it clear that the indirect spending associated with arts and
cultural events in the Texarkana area exceed $6.5 million dollars on a yearly basis. 

The indirect expenditures along with the direct expenditures calculated above implies that
more than $9.1 million dollars ($9,186,884.41) were spent because of the Arts and Culture in
the Texarkana area in 2022. 
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Methodology (continued)

Even still, the total numbers of dollars spent either directly or indirectly does not give the
whole picture of the economic impact of local arts events. In the patron surveys, participants
were asked provide the ZIP codes of their primary residences. When analyzed (Fig. 5), these
ZIP codes revealed that 94% percent of event attendees came from either Bowie or Miller
County. That implies that the other 6% spent nonlocal dollars, generating new revenue to our
community that otherwise would not have been earned. In other words, of the $6.5 million
calculated in the indirect expenditures, almost half a million, or $392,000 came from outside
Texarkana. 

Furthermore, another question asked in the event survey indicates that had the surveyed
events not taken place in Texarkana, 73% of attendees would have either skipped the event
all together and spent no money or traveled to a similar event in another community. That
implies that the Texarkana area would have only retained 27% ($1.5 million) of the $6.5
million without the scheduled artistic and cultural programming. In addition to these figures,
this study concluded that the participating organizations are directly responsible for a
minimum of 361 nights and indirectly responsible for another 615 nights spent in hotel rooms.
The direct number was derived from the organizational surveys (Fig. 3). The indirect total was
calculated taking the total number of nights spent in hotels according to event survey results
(107) dividing it by the total number of surveys (157), and then multiplying it by the total
number of attendees of Perot Theater events over the course of a year (22,899) (Fig. 8). This
means that approximately 15,606 heads were put in local hotel beds in 2022 because of
arts and cultural events. 
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